
 
 

Newsletter of the Adventist Society for Religious Studies 2015 

A society for the promotion of religious studies in the Seventh-day Adventist movement 

 
 

 
THEME—Adventism in the Public Square 

 

Annual Meeting - November 19-21, 2015 - Atlanta, GA  
 
 

News From the Colleges 
Andrews University 
 Miroslav M. Kiš, professor of ethics in the 
Department of Theology and Christian Philosophy, has 
retired. Entering the department in 1983, he served as 
chair from 1986 to 2013. The March 2015 Andrews 
University board meeting appointed him professor 
emeritus. Darius Jankiewicz is the new Theology 
Department chair. 
 Ante Jeroncic has joined the SDA Theological 
Seminary at Andrews University as associate professor 
of theology and Christian ethics. His scholarly interest 
and teaching focuses on the intersection of constructive 
theology and culture, especially as it relates to 
contemporary ethical and philosophical issues. He is 
strongly interested in questions about divine providence, 
the relationship of ethics and aesthetics, the problem of 
religion and violence, and identity and agency in the 
context of postmodernity. 
 Cedric Vine will join the SDA Theological Seminary 
at Andrews University faculty as associate professor of 
New Testament, effective January 1, 2016. He has a BSc 
(Hons) in managerial and administrative studies from 
Aston University, a licence in theology and M.A. in 
religion from Newbold College, and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Sheffield. Before coming to Andrews he 
was chair of the academic board at Newbold, 
undergraduate theology program director, and senior 
lecturer in New Testament studies. 
 Jacques Doukhan, Keith Mattingly, and H. Peter 
Swanson received staff awards for 30 years of service at 
Andrews University. Richard Davidson received an 
award for 35 years of service. Wagner Kuhn received 
one of the yearly Siegfried H. Horn Excellence in 

Research and Creative Scholarship Awards (religion and 
theology). Stanley Patterson received one of the yearly 
Daniel A. Augsburger Excellence in Teaching Awards. 
 
Pacific Union College 
 Jean Sheldon presented an all-day seminar on 
“Ethics for Pastors” to ordination-track personnel in the 
Central California Conference on September 3, 2015. 
Ross Winkle had his presentation from last year’s ASRS 
meeting in San Diego, “A River Flows From It: The 
‘Sanctuary Doctrine’ and the Hydrological Ecclesiology 
of the Temple,” published in Spectrum 43/ (2015). He 
has also had two essays presented at earlier meetings of 
the “Sacrifice, Cult, and Atonement” section of the 
Society of Biblical Literature accepted for publication in 
a forthcoming monograph entitled Jewish Cult Identity: 
Constituents and Critique to be published by SBL Press 
for their series “Resources for Biblical Study.” The two 
essays are entitled “You Are What You Wear’: The 
Dress and Identity of Jesus as High Priest in John’s 
Apocalypse” and “Resistance Is Not Futile: Restraint as 
Cultic Action in 2 Thessalonians.” 
 After the departure of Leo Ranzolin to the Loma 
Linda School of Religion and the retirement of Angel 
Hernandez this year, two new professors joined the 
PUC department of religion. Stéphane A. Beaulieu 
(Ph.D., Andrews University, 2014) as assistant professor 
of Old Testament, and Reimar Vetne (Ph.D., Andrews 
University, 2011) as associate professor of New 
Testament. Dr. Beaulieu, a native of Quebec, Canada, 
has taught at Andrews University and at Southwestern 
Adventist University. He is the author of “Behold! My 
Servant”: An Exegetical and Theological Study of the 
Identity and Role of the Servant in Isaiah 42:1-9 to be 



published this year (Gorgias Press, 2015), and he has 
also published articles in Perspectives in Religious 
Studies and Ministry. Dr. Vetne has most recently taught 
for the past four years at Montemorelos University in 
Mexico. Prior to that he was a pastor and conference 
president in his home country of Norway. Currently he is 
writing the volume on the Gospel of John for the 
forthcoming SDA International Bible Commentary 
Series. 
 
Loma Linda University 
 The School of Religion at Loma Linda University 
had a number of new faculty joining this year. Zdravko 
Plantak came as a professor of religion and ethics a year 
ago and from September became the Director of 
Graduate studies in Bioethics. Graduate of Newbold 
College (BA and MA), and King’s College University of 
London (PhD Theological Ethics), he served over a 
decade as a pastor in London and for the last fifteen 
years as the Cahir of the Department of Religion at 
Washington Adventist University (former Columbia 
Union College). His research interest include social and 
theological ethics, human rights, and human flourishing 
in culture and art. 
 Janice De-Whyte joined the School of Religion a 
year ago.  She is a pastor and biblical scholar, fascinated 
by ancient texts and their ancient and contemporary 
meanings.   Janice has studied and graduated from 
Newbold College (Bachelor of Divinity), Andrews 
University (MA Old Testament) and McMaster Divinity 
College (PhD Old Testament).  She has served as a 
Pastor and University Chaplain. Her research interests 
include literary approaches to the Hebrew Bible as well 
as cultural readings. 
 Leo	  Ranzolin	  joined	  the	  School	  of	  Religion	  this	  
past	  year	  as	  the	  Associate	  Dean.	  	  He	  received	  his	  
Th.D.	  degree	  from	  Boston	  University’s	  School	  of	  
Theology	  in	  the	  area	  of	  Biblical	  Studies	  where	  he	  took	  
a	  major	  in	  New	  Testament	  and	  a	  minor	  in	  Old	  
Testament	  (2001).	  	  His	  research	  and	  teaching	  
interests	  range	  from	  the	  OT’s	  prophetic	  literature,	  
particularly	  Amos,	  to	  Pauline	  studies,	  especially	  the	  
Corinthian	  letters.	  	  He	  intentionally	  pursued	  graduate	  
studies	  within	  the	  context	  of	  divinity	  schools	  because	  
he	  wanted	  to	  pursue	  the	  discipline	  of	  biblical	  studies	  
in	  academic	  communities	  that	  were	  deeply	  interested	  
in	  the	  life	  of	  the	  church.	  	  He had his presentation at the 
2012 ASRS meeting in Chicago, “The Trajectory of an 
Egalitarian Ethic in Paul: The Case for Women’s 
Ordination,” published in Andrews University Seminary 
Studies 52 (2014). 
 Erik	  C.	  Carter	  is	  the	  newest	  faculty	  member	  to	  
join	  the	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  School	  of	  Religion,	  
being	  hired	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  2014.	  He	  holds	  doctoral	  
degrees	  from	  Louisville	  Presbyterian	  Theological	  
Seminary	  (DMin),	  and	  Claremont	  School	  of	  Theology	  

(PhD).	  His	  research	  interests	  involve	  the	  confluence	  
of	  Christian	  and	  Jewish	  spirituality,	  and	  pastoral	  care,	  
in	  the	  context	  of	  practical	  theology	  and	  Adventism. 
 The School of Religion at LLU is beginning its first 
doctoral program in the Fall of 2016. It is called Doctor 
of Science in Religion and Health (DSc). The program 
works at the intersection of academic and professional, 
religion and health. Two major objects of the program 
are advanced education for chaplains and religion 
teaching faculty for the new SDA medical schools 
around the world. 
 
Washington Adventist University 
 Aleksandar S. Santrac (DPhil, University of Belgrade, 
Serbia, PhD, North-West University, RSA), Professor of 
Ethics and Philosophy is the newest Chair of Religion 
Department at WAU, hired in August 2015.  He is coming 
from Yale Divinity School’s Visiting Research Fellowship in 
Christian Ethics where he was working on the project Witness 
to Life Worth Living: Reflections on Miroslav Volf’s Ethics of 
Embrace, to be published by Peter Lang Publishing, 2016.  
Since 2009 Alex Santrac was the Professor of Ethics and 
Philosophy and, for a year and a half, the acting Dean of the 
School of Theology at the University of the Southern 
Caribbean, Trinidad, WI.  He is currently researching on the 
intersections between Christian Ethics and bioethics and 
supervising PhD and MA dissertations in dogmatics and ethics 
for Greenwich School of Theology, UK and North-West 
University, RSA. 
 After five year of strenuous work as the chief editor 
of the new Bible translation into modern Russian 
Language, which was completed and published last 
Summer, Mikhail Kulakov has returned to full time 
teaching at WAU. 
  
Burman University (recently Canadian University 
College): 
 Doug Matacio retired in August of 2015 and has 
been replaced by Stephen Reasor 
 Stephen Reasor authored the chapter "Ministry in a 
Multi-Church District" which was included in the NAD 
Ministry Convention book, Called, Nampa, ID: Pacific 
Press, 2015. 
 Larry Herr retired in August, 2015 and has been 
replaced by Kevin Burrell. 
 Madaba Plains Project 6: The 1996 and 1998 
Seasons of Excavation at Tall al-Umayri and Subsequent 
Studies was finally published last December. 600 pages 
of large format technical studies, edited by Larry G. 
Herr, Douglas R. Clark, and Lawrence T. Geraty. 
The volume won the bi-annual Biblical Archaeology 
Review prize for Best Scholarly publication in 2013 and 
2014. 
 Larry Herr also published two articles in a three-
volume book on the Pottery of Israel and Neighboring 
Countries, edited by Seymour Gitin and published by the 
Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in 
Jerusalem. The articles were on the Iron I Period and the 



Iron IIA and B Periods in Jordan. These volumes are not 
quite out so the exact title is not yet known, but are due 
out any day. Larry’s research, thanks to retirement, is 
going full speed on editing and writing for the next 
volume of our archaeological reports: Madaba Plains 
Project 7: The 2000 Season of Excavation at Tall al-
Umayri and Subsequent Studies and is supposed to be 
completed by late spring or early summer. It will be 
edited by the same people as MPP 6.  
 
La Sierra University 
 Friedbert Ninow (PhD, Old Testament, ANE 
Archaeology) has joined the HMS Richards Divinity 
School as the new dean, effective July 1, 2015. He 
comes from Friedensau Adventist University where he 
has served as Professor of Old Testament and 
Archaeology, as dean, and for the past four years as the 
president. As an archaeologist, his research has been 
focusing on the history and archaeology of the Central 
Moabite Plateau in Central Transjordan. He is the 
director of the Balua Regional Archaeological Project. 
 

New Publications 
 
 The past summer marked the fifth anniversary of the 
Andrews Study Bible edited by Jon Dybdahl. In the first 
five years more than 107,000 copies were sold in various 
editions, including a 10,000 copy large print edition for 
prison ministry. Andrews University Press is now 
working on an edition that will incorporate another 
major English translation. Work on the Andrews Bible 
Commentary continues under the general editorship of 
Angel Rodriguez and includes the contributions of more 
than 50 scholars. 
 Recently AU Press has released the first volume in a 
two-part series on “Creation in the Bible” with 
Ekkehardt Mueller as the series editor under the 
sponsorship of the General Conference Faith and 
Science Council. The first volume, The Genesis 
Creation Account and Its Reverberations in the Old 
Testament, was edited by Gerald Klingbeil. 
Contributors included Michael Hasel (Gerhard Hasel), 
Randall Younker, Richard Davidson, Paul Gregor, 
Alexej Muran, Angel Rodriguez, Martin Klingbeil, 
and Jacques Doukhan. Nearly 5,000 copies have been 
distributed to evangelical scholars and theological 
libraries. The second volume on the New Testament is in 
process with Tom Shepherd as editor. 
 L. S. (Scotte) Baker, Jr., has been named editorial 
and marketing coordinator of Adrews University Press. 
Scottie is completing a Ph.D. in archaeology from 
Andrews University. He has assumed some of the 
responsibilities at AU Press previously handled by the 
former associate director, the late Erno Gyeresi. 
 Other projects in process at the Press include 
authored or edited works by Roberto Ouro, Norman 

Gulley, Calvin Rock, Kim Papaioannou, and Patrick 
Mazani. 
 More than 50 Adventist scholars from more than 20 
countries are contributing to a new archaeology Bible 
being developed by the Spanish publishing house, 
Safeliz. Publishing in 35 languages and distributing in 
more than 120 countries, Safeliz has already produced a 
number of study Bibles, including Women’s, Pastors, 
and Elder’s study Bibles. Its archaeology Bible will 
initially be published in three languages: English, 
Spanish, and French. 
 Ronald Jolliffe is one of the authors of a new work 
jointly written with Gertraud Harb, Christopher Heil, 
Anneliese Felber, and Angelika Magnes: Q11:39a, 42, 
39b, 41, 43-44: Woes against the Pharisees (Leuven: 
Peeters, 2012); and “The Remnant of Abraham,” in The 
Three Sons of Abraham: Interfaith Encounters Between 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, edited by Jacques B. 
Doukhan (London: I. B. Tauris, 2014), 45-63. 
 Jon Paulien  had several chapters and articles 
published this year: “Leadership Language in the New 
Testament,” in Servants and Friends: A Biblical 
Theology of Leadership, edited by Skip Bell (Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2014);  “New 
Testament Use of the Old Testament,” in Hermeneutics, 
Intertextuality and the Contemporary Meaning of 
Scripture, edited by Ross Cole and Paul Petersen 
(Cooranbong: Avondale Academic Press, 2014), 29-
50.;  “Ellen White’s Use of Scripture,” in Hermeneutics, 
Intertextuality and the Contemporary Meaning of 
Scripture, edited by Ross Cole and Paul Petersen 
(Cooranbong: Avondale Academic Press, 2014), 171-
196.;  “The Gift of Prophecy in Scripture,” in 
Understanding Ellen White: The life and work of the 
most influential voice in Adventist history, edited by 
Merlin D. Burt (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 2015), 12-
29. Jon’s book on the Remnant with Advent-Verlag in 
Lueneburg, Germany is coming out this Fall with the 
title Der Letzte Kampf: Offenbarung 12-14 erklaert. This 
is not a translation of an existing book, but a new 
publication in the German language which may be one 
day also translated into English.  
 In July, 2014, Intervarsity Academic published 
Richard Rice’s Suffering and the Search for Meaning: 
Contemporary Responses to the Problem of Pain. In 
March 2015, one of the chapters from SSM appeared in 
MINISTRY under the title, “An Enemy Hath Done This: 
Cosmic Conflict Theodicy.” Rick is currently under 
contract to write another book for IVP, tentatively 
entitled, The Future of God and the Future of Openness: 
Taking Stock of Open Theism. He also made two 
contributions to symposia in 2015, “Creatio ex Nihilo: 
It’s Not about Nothing,” in Theologies of Creation: 
Creatio Ex Nihilo and its New Rivals (ed. Thomas Jay 
Oord [Routledge, 2015]), and “Private Evidence & 
Responsible Belief,” in Confronting the Predicament of 



Belief (ed. James Walters [Crowdscribed, 2015]). Rick’s 
three book reviews for AUSS appeared in vol. 52 
(Autumn 2014): Warren S. Brown and Brad D. Strawn, 
The Physical Nature of Christian Life: Neuroscience, 
Psychology, and the Church. Cambridge University 
Press, 2012; Philip Clayton and Steven Knapp, The 
Predicament of Belief: Science, Philosophy and Faith. 
Oxford University Press, 2011; and Eleonore Stump, 
Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of 
Suffering. Oxford University Press, 2010. In March 
2015, Rick delivered two lectures at a meeting of the 
Adventistischer Wissenschaftlicher Arbeitskreis (AWA), 
held at Frankfurt am Main—“Mein biographischer 
Zugang zur theologischen Anthropologie,” and 
“Theologischen Anthropologie aus adventistischer 
Sicht.” 
 Theodore N. Levterov published The Development 
of the Seventh-    day Adventist Understanding of Ellen 
G. White’s Prophetic Gift, 1844-1889 (New York: Peter 
Lang, 2015);  “Ordination in the Early Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, 1844-1900, AUSS, vol. 53, no: 1 
(Spring, 2015), 5-13.; and “Ellen White and 
Vegetarianism,” in Merlin D. Burt, ed., Understanding 
Ellen White: The Life and Work of the Most Influential 
Voice in Adventist History (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 
2015), 215-229. 
 Erik Carter published “A Pastor Among Rabbis: 
Learning Sabbath from the Religious Other.” Ministry: 
International Journal for Pastors 87, no. 1 (January 
2015): 19-22.; Review of The Practice of Pastoral Care: 
A Postmodern Approach, by Carrie Doehring. In The 
Journal of Asia Adventist Theology 16, no. 2 
(2013/2015): 196-198.; Review of Sabbath as 
Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now, by Walter 
Brueggemann. In Spiritus: A Journal of Christian 
Spirituality 15, no. 2 (2015): 262-264.; 
“Sabbatarianism.” In Encyclopedia of Christian 
Education. Lanham: Scarecrow, 2015.; Review of 
Reforming the Monastery: Protestant Theologies of the 
Religious Life, by Greg Peters. In Journal of Spiritual 
Formation and Soul Care 8, no. 1 (Spring 2015): 111-
113. 
 Zdravko Zack Plantak, had several chapters in 
recently published books: “Filmosophy – Imaginative 
Moral Visioning Through Film-Thinking”,  in Journeys 
To Wisdom: Festschrift in Honour of Michael Pearson, 
eds. Andreas Bochmann, Manuela Casti Yeagley, and 
Jean-Claude Verrecchia, (Bracknell, UK: Newbold 
Academic Press, 2015): 161-190.; and “Thy Kingdom 
Come: Human Rights and the Mission of the Church”, in 
Church and Society: Missiological Challenges for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, ed. Rudi Maier, (Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University Department of World 
Mission, 2015), 304-328. Zack also delivered  the 
Annual G. Arthur Keough Lectures in April 2015 with 
the titles: “Radical Liminality: Re-Imagining and Re-

Performing Our Faith on the Thresholds of Life” and 
“Liminal Radicality: The Mission of the Church through 
the Embodied Proclamation”  as well as two lectures for 
the ADRA International Consultations in Europe titled: 
“Theology of Social Prophetic Responsibility: ‘The 
Tangled Tale of Manna and Quails or the Unbridled 
Greed and Free-Flowing Prophecy’” and “Theology of 
Compassion: From Relief to Advocacy”.  
 Two books were submitted and are being readied for 
publication by Sigve Tonstad:  God of Sense and 
Traditions of Non-Sense is a cosmic conflict perspective 
on suffering, developed from the ground up.  It will be 
published by Wipf & Stock in Eugene, OR.  Letter to 
Romans: Paul among the Ecologists is an ecological 
commentary on Romans that will appear as a volume in 
the Earth Bible Commentary Series, published by 
Sheffield Phoenix in the UK.  Expected date of 
publication is at the end of this year or early next year.  
 Aleksandar S. Santrac’s Witness to Life Worth Living: 
Reflections on Miroslav Volf’s Ethics of Embrace, to be 
published by Peter Lang Publishing, 2016; “Towards the New 
Integration of Psychology and Christian Faith: The Lordship 
of Christ and the Faculties of Human Personality” In Luce 
Verbi, accepted for Spring 2016;  “Trans-ethics of Jesus and 
Christian Morals: Is Christian Ethics an Oxymoron?” 
Ministry, accepted for Spring 2016; “Untying the Knots of 
Thinking: Wittgenstein and the Role of Philosophy in 
Christian Faith” In Luce Verbi, South African Peer Reviewed 
Theological Journal, Fall 2015; “The Enlightenment Frame of 
Mind: A Pitfall to Christian Faith” Dialogue, 2014. Alex also 
presented his Yale reconciliation project at the Yale Divinity 
School 5th International Tea Party, January 2015, and the 
international conference Ambassadors for Better World, 
Serbia, October 2014. 
As the director and editor in chief of the WAU Bible 
Translation Institute Mikhail M. Kulakov Jr. led an 
inter-denominational team of biblical scholars which 
produced in May of 2015 a new modern Russian 
translation of the Bible from the original languages, 
meeting an acute need, as the previous Russian 
translation dates back to 1876. After over 20 years of 
diligent scholarly work and prayer, the translation of the 
new Russian Bible has been jointly published in 
Moscow by the leading Russian Orthodox Academic 
publisher - St. Andrews Biblical-Theological Institute, 
and the WAU and Zaoksky Bible Translation 
Institute.  The newly printed Bible is being distributed in 
the leading bookstores and the Orthodox and Protestant 
churches across Euro–Asia! This event has great 
significance for the life of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church and for the history and culture of Russia, where 
new Bible translations are rare. However paradoxical 
this may sound within a period of a thousand years, there 
have been only two major translations released: the 
Gennadievskaya Bible which was released in the 15th 
century, and the Synodal translation which was 
published at the end of the 19th century. The former 
happened five hundred years after the baptism of the 



Kievan Rus’, and the latter occurred after four centuries 
of struggling to obtain the Word of God not in the 
ancient Slavonic language but in an accessible and 
understandable Russian. 
 Gilbert Valentine co-edited with Woodrow 
Whidden, professor emeritus of Andrews University, a 
272-page Festschrift entitled Adventist Maverick 
published by Pacific Press in December 2014.  The 
volume comprising chapters by twenty well-known 
Adventist scholars, celebrates the work of Professor 
George Knight an accomplished speaker and teacher 
who has become one of the most prolific scholarly 
writers the Adventist Church has ever produced.  He has 
been the most widely translated author in the church 
since Ellen White. Valentine also authored a 20-page 
chapter for the Festschrift entitled “George Knight and 
the Art of Biography.” His article, “When President 
Wilson Changed His Mind about Policy on Women,” 
was published in the Spring issue of Spectrum Vol 42 
No 2: (2015), 72 – 79.  The piece discussed the women’s 
suffrage movement in New Zealand and Australia in 
1893-1894 and presented a new contextual 
understanding for Ellen White’s provocative statements 
in the 1890s about the role of women in public 
life.  Ellen White was working in Wellington, New 
Zealand at the time when the New Zealand parliament 
enacted historic legislation granting women the right to 
vote in national elections – the first nation to do so. 
Gil Valentine’s article, “Ellen White on Ordaining 
Women:  ‘The Question is Not for Men to Settle’” was 
published in the Summer issue of Spectrum Vol 42 No 3 
(2015), 20-28.  This article documents a previously 
unrecognized contextual understanding for Ellen 
White’s provocative 1890s statements about women 
having hands laid on them to set them apart for 
ministry.  In Australia and New Zealand in the 1890s 
there was a vigorous discussion in the Anglican church 
about the role of women in the church and numerous 
cases of ordination of women were reported widely in 
national and local newspapers.  (More than 50% of the 
population identified with the Anglican Church.)  The 
Anglican debate was about whether the role for women 
should be “lay” or “clerical”? 
 At the last ASRS Kendra Haloviak Valentine 
presented a paper, “Continuity and Change:  Hymnody 
and Ecclesiastical Unity” which was published in 
Spectrum 42:4 (Fall 2014), 44-61, under the title 
“Adventist Hymnody and the Wonder of Creation:  what 
Composers’ Cosmology Brings to Adventist Worship.”  
She also contributed a chapter, “Just Words” to the book 
Do Justice: Our Call to Faithful Living (Signs 
Publishing, 2014), 13-17. In January, 2015, Kendra 
published Worlds at War, Nations in Song: Dialogic 
Imagination and Moral Vision in the Hymns of the Book 
of Revelation with Wipf and Stock. Worlds at War is a 
study of Mikhail Bakhtin’s literary theory and its 

implications for understanding the sixteen hymns of the 
Apocalypse.  She was invited to be the speaker for the 
Paul Heubach Lectureship at Pacific Union College in 
May, 2015 and addressed the theme:  “God on the 
Move: The First Gospel and the Advent Movement.” 
During February 1 –14, 2015, Gil and Kendra were 
invited presenters at a series of three Bible Conferences 
held in the South Pacific Division at Avondale College 
(Australia), Fulton College (Fiji), and Pacific Adventist 
University (Papua New Guinea).  Kendra presented three 
studies on the Gospel of Mark and central Adventist 
teachings, while Gil presented three papers on Ellen 
White and developments in Adventist Theology.  
Scholars from Andrew’s University, the South Pacific 
Division, and the General Conference Biblical Research 
Institute also participated in the conferences.  
 

Among the Members 
 The Inter-American Theological Seminary has 
inaugurated a special award of merit named after Angel 
Manuel Rodriguez. Dr. Rodriguez himself was its first 
recipient. At a meeting of church leaders at the Inter-
American Division’s headquarters in Miami, Florida, 
Efrain Velazqez, Inter-American Theological Seminary 
academic vice president, singled out Rodriguez for his 
contributions to understanding the biblical doctrine of 
the sanctuary. 
 Johnny Ramirez-Johnson was appointed as full 
professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
CA.. 
 

In Memoriam 
 J. Paul Grove, Jr., professor emeritus of religion at 
Walla Walla University, passed away February 20, 2015, 
at age 95. Grove taught in the School of Theology at 
Walla Walla from 1958 until his retirement in 1983, 
serving his final three years as dean of the School. He 
also provided flight instruction at WWC when the 
college first began offering aviation training for credit in 
1967. Early in his career Grove pastored churches 
throughout the northeastern United States and Bermuda. 
 Herbert Edgar Douglass died December 17, 2014, 
at age 87. During his long career he served as part of the 
team that produced the Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary (between 1954 and 1957 he wrote the 
commentary sections on five books of the Bible), 
associate editor of the Adventist Review, president of 
Atlantic Union College and Weimar Institute, and book 
editor at Pacific Press Publishing Association. Born in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, May 16, 1927, he received a 
doctorate in theology from Pacific School of Religion in 
1964. The author of many works on theology and the life 
and writings of Ellen G. White, his greatest desire was to 
be remembered as always kind. 
 
 



Roy Branson unexpectedly died early in the morning of 
July 6, 2015.  Having spent his childhood in Egypt, 
Lebanon and New York 
City, he earned degrees at 
Atlantic University, 
Andrews University, the 
University of Chicago and 
Harvard University.  He 
served at Andrews 
University, the Kennedy 
Institute of Bioethics at 
Georgetown University, 
Washington Adventist 
University and Loma Linda 
University.  Among other 
things, At WAU, he served 
as Director of the Center for 
Law and Public Policy.  
While in the Washington  
D. C. area, he also founded the Interreligious Coalition 
Against Tobacco.  At LLU he served as Associate Dean 
of the School of Religion and Director of the Center for 
Christian Bioethics.  In addition to his many publications 
in several different fields, his lasting accomplishments 
include conceiving and helping to establish the 
Adventist Forum and its journal Spectrum, the unusual 
number of his students who subsequently excelled in 
graduate and professionals schools and his many friends 
all over the world in places high and low.  Not merely 
because of what he did, but even more so through the 
many others he encouraged and enabled to make 
contributions of their own, what he gave Adventism, the 
church he loved, was unsurpassed.  
  

 
Gerry Chudleigh (July 
26, 1943 – July 4, 2015) 
author of two recent 
influential monographs, 
“Who Runs the Church: 
Understanding the Unity, 
Structure and Authority 
of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church,” and 
“A Short History of the 
Headship Doctrine in the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, passed away July 

4, 2015. Born on July 26, 1943, Gerry lost a yearlong 
battle with non-smokers lung cancer just a few days 
short of his 72nd birthday. George “Gerry” Chudleigh, 
Jr. earned theology degrees from La Sierra College and 
Andrews University, and often described Fritz Guy as 
his favorite teacher and greatest influence. Over a long 
career, he served the Seventh-day Adventist church as a 
pastor, youth director, healthcare marketing executive, 

and church resource developer and communicator. From 
2002 until his death, Gerry was the Director of 
Communication for the Pacific Union Conference.  
 Gerry was known as serial student who mastered the 
art of rebuilding guitars and stringed instruments, and 
changed a Porsche Targa into a convertible just to prove 
it could be done. He was an expert on the film “It’s a 
Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World,” and a leading authority 
on the life and work of 20th century novelist, Harold Bell 
Wright. He was active in Pathfindering from age 10, and 
a lifelong supporter of Pine Springs Ranch Youth Camp.  
 During the last five years, Gerry has been an 
outspoken supporter of equality in ministry, and 
ordination of Seventh-day Adventist women to the 
gospel ministry. His booklets and published writing on 
topics surrounding these issues, and his personal 
advocacy and leadership, won him the affection and 
respect of pastors and scholars all over the world. 
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IBMTE Handbook Revision Scholars 
Consultation Nov 19, 2015. 

 The General Conference International Board 
of Ministerial and Theological Education (IBMTE) 
Taskforce invites all interested religion/theology 
faculty and scholars to attend a consultation 
regarding the planned revision of the IBMTE 
Handbook. The purpose of the IBMTE is to work in 
cooperation with the world divisions to provide 
overall guidance and standards to the professional 
training the Church-supported institutions offer to 
pastors, evangelists, theologians, teachers of Bible 
and religion, chaplains, and other denominational 
employees involved in ministerial and religious 
formation.  Some of the things the IBMTE 
handbook includes is basic curriculum for 
theological departments and seminaries around the 
world, standards for the hiring and retention of 
faculty, and guidelines for training for different 
theological/pastoral specializations. 



  The input of faculty, administrators, and 
pastors around the world is being sought for this 
process and a Scholars Consultation will take place 
on Nov 19, 2015 from 10 AM to 12 Noon in the 
Lenox Room at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, 265 
Peachtree Street NE, Atlanta . The current drafts of 
the chapters thus far revised can be viewed at 
http://adventistaccreditingassociation.org/. 
 
 

Meet the three main ASRS officers 
 
Olive J. Hemmings, our newly elected vice-
president, is originally from Jamaica , studied 
Theology and Education at West Indies College 
(now Northern Caribbean University).  She began 
teaching at West Indies College in 1982, one year  
before graduating, and continued teaching there 
until 1998, when she moved with her family to 
California to further her studies.  She earned the 
M.A. in New Testament and Biblical languages 

from the SDA Theological 
Seminary at Andrews 
University in 1989, and the 
Ph. D. in Theology, Ethics, 
and Culture from 
Claremont Graduate 
University in 2004.  She 
taught at her Alma Mater 
Northern Caribbean 
University for 15 years, and 
has been teaching at 
Washington Adventist 

University for the past thirteen years in the areas of 
New Testament Bible and Greek, World Religions, 
Social, Biblical, and Theological Ethics, and 
Dogmatic Theology both in graduate and 
undergraduate programs.  Along with her full time 
teaching, she pursues a yearly itinerary of preaching 
and teaching.   Her latest publication Sacred Texts 
and Social Conflict is a case study of the debate 
over women’s ordination in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church to demonstrate the ways in which 
sacred texts function as the site of power for 
communities in conflict. 
 Olive has been married to Charles Kuuku 
Paintsil of Accra, Ghana for 27 years, and they have 
three children (two of whom are adults) - William 
Yofi, Alexandra Ama, and Harold Mica-El Kwesi.  
Her great passion for the mission is fueled by a 
strong sense of purpose, and sustained by the grace 
of God. 

 
 
Teresa Reeve, our 
president-elect, is the 
Associate Dean of the SDA 
Theological Seminary at 
Andrews University. She has 
been associate professor of 
New Testament contexts and 
hold a Ph.D. from the 
University of Notre Dame. 
 
 
 

 
After growing up in Alaska, being baptized, employed, 
and ordained in the Alaska Conference of SDA's Mark 
Carr left for a 21 year hiatus to the "Lower 48." With 
experience from the Univ. 
of VA, Loma Linda 
University, and Kettering 
College in religious and 
healthcare ethics, Mark 
now works as the Alaska 
Region Director of Ethics 
for Providence Health and 
Services; a healthcare 
corporation with over 
fifty hospitals and one 
hundred thousand 
employees. 
 Mark published recently "Seventh-day 
Adventism's Protestant Health Care Ministry in 
America," Christian Bioethics, (2015) 21 (2); 214-236.; 
and "Establishing a Framework for a Physician 
Assistant/Bioethics Dual Degree Program," co-authored 
with Brett Bergman, Journal of Physician Assistant 
Education, (2014) 25 (3).  Additionally, with co-editors 
Siroj Sorajjakool and Ernie Bursey is  under contract a 
second edition of World Religions for Healthcare 
Professionals with Routledge Press. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

PROGRAM 
 
Atlanta,	  November	  19-‐21	   Atlanta,	  Georgia	  
	  
Thursday	  Evening,	  Nov.	  19	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Hyatt-‐Embassy	  AB	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL2)	  

Thursday	  -‐	  6:30	  PM-‐7:30	  PM	  	  

P19-‐401	  	  Adventist	  Society	  of	  Religious	  Studies	  Reception	  	  
Thursday	  -‐	  6:30	  PM-‐7:30	  PM	  
Hyatt-‐Embassy	  AB	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL2)	  	   	  
	  
	  
6:30	  	   Registration	  and	  Reception	  
	   Reception	   provided	   by	   Florida	   Hospital,	   North	   American	  
	   Division,	  Oakwood	  University,	  Southern	  Adventist	  University	  

	  

Thursday	  -‐	  7:30	  PM-‐9:30	  PM	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Hyatt-‐Embassy	  EF	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL2)	  

P19-‐402	  	  Adventist	  Society	  of	  Religious	  Studies	  Meeting	  	  
Thursday	  -‐	  7:30	  PM-‐9:30	  PM	  
	  
7:30	   Paper	  Session	  1	  	   Historical	  and	  Philosophical	  Voices	  
	   Olive	  Hemmings,	  Washington	  Adventist	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Nick	  Miller,	  Andrews	  University	  	  
	   Ellen	  White,	  Natural	  Law,	  Civil	  Rights,	  and	  Social	  Activism	  
	   Richard	  Rice,	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  
	   Tempered	  Enthusiasm:	  Adventists	  and	  the	  Temperance	  
	   Movement	  	  
	   Zane	  Yi,	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  
	   “Christ	  and	  Culture”	  Revisited:	  Towards	  an	  Adventist	  Theology	  
	   of	  Culture	  
	   Zack	  Plantak,	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  
	   Liminality	  and	  Responsibility	  of	  a	  Prophetic	  Movement	  

	  	  
9:00	   Business	  Session	  I	  
	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  

	  
Friday	  Morning,	  Nov.	  20	  
Hyatt-‐International	  North	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL1)	  	   	  	  

P20-‐1	  	  Adventist	  Society	  of	  Religious	  Studies	  Meeting)	  	   	  

8:00	   Devotional	  
	  
8:15	   Business	  Session	  II	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	  

8:30	   Paper	  Session	  II:	  Biblical	  and	  Theological	  Voices	  
	   Bruce	  Boyd,	  Burman	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Leo	  Ranzolin,	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  
	   Adventism	  in	  the	  Public	  Square?:	  A	  Model	  from	  Paul’s	  Areopagus	  
	   Speech?	  
	   Janis	  Lowry,	  Adventist	  University	  of	  Health	  Sciences	  
	   Matthew	   26	   in	   the	   Public	   Square:	   Can	   10	   Bridesmaids	   with	  
	   Talent	  and	  Extra	  Olive	  Oil	  Serve	  the	  Least	  of	  These	  
	   Charles	  Scriven,	  Gilbert,	  AZ	  
	   Apocalypse	  and	  the	  Public	  Square,	  A	  Theo-‐Philosophical	  
	   Renovation	  of	  	  Premillenialism	  
	   Martin	  Weber,	  Logos/Faithlife	  Corporation	  
	   Inter-‐faith	  Isolationism	  Squanders	  the	  Adventist	  Advantage	  
	  
10:00	   Paper	  Session	  III	  –	  Adventist	  Institutions	  in	  the	  Public	  
Square	  
	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Gorden	  Doss,	  Andrews	  University	  
	   The	  Adventist	  Missionary	  in	  the	  Public	  Square	  
	   David	  Jimenez	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Why	  Advocacy	  "IS"	  Important	  
	   Larry	  Geraty	  
	   Adventist	  Higher	  Education	  and	  the	  Public	  Square	  

	  
	  

11:45	   Business	  Session	  III	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	  
	  
12:00	   Lunch	  
	  
	  
	  
Friday	  Afternoon,	  Nov.	  21	  	  
Hyatt-‐International	  North	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL1)	  
	  
Friday	  -‐	  1:30	  PM-‐5:30	  PM	  
P20-‐214	  -‐	  Adventist	  Society	  of	  Religious	  Studies	  Meeting	  
	  

1:30	   Paper	  Session	  IV	  	  -‐	  Issues	  of	  Race	  and	  Ethnicity	  
Reimar	  Vetne,	  Pacific	  Union	  College,	  presiding	  
	  

	   Ramona	  Hyman,	  Oakwood	  University	  
	   Jesus	  and	  Civil	  Rights	  in	  Alabama	  as	  Poetic	  Activism	  
	   Keith	  Burton,	  Oakwood	  University	  
	   Why	  is	  Obama	  America’s	  First	  Black	  President?	  	  
	   Doug	  Morgan,	  Washington	  Adventist	  University	  
	   Adventism’s	  Promise	  for	  Black	  Liberation	  
	   Erick	  Mendieta,	  Andrews	  University	  
	   Immigration	  and	  Christian	  Social	  Ethics:	  An	  Adventist	  Proposal	  
	  
3:10	   Business	  Session	  IV	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	   Teresa	  Reeve,	  Andrews	  University,	  presiding	  
	  
3:30	   Sectional	  Meetings	  
	   Christian	  Theology	  and	  History:	  Martin	  Hanna,	  Andrews	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  University,	  convener	  
	   New	  Testament:	  Erhard	  Gallos,	  Andrews	  University,	  convener	  
	   Old	  Testament:	  Alden	  Thompson,	  Walla	  Walla	  University,	  	   convener	  
	   Philosophy	  and	  Ethics:	  Zane	  Yi,	  Loma	  Linda	  University,	  and	  	  
	   Timothy	  Golden,	  West	  Chester	  University	  of	  Pennsylvania,	  	  
	   conveners	  
	   Practical	  Theology:	  Ernie	  Furness,	  Southeastern	  California	  	   Conference,	  convener	  
	   World	  Religions/Missiology:	  Paul	  Dybdahl,	  Walla	  Walla	  	   University,	  convener	  



	   	  
	  
4:30	   Special	  Meetings	  
	   Black	  Theology	  Group:	  Leslie	  Pollard,	  Oakwood	  University,	  	  
	   convener	  
	   Women	  in	  Theology	  Group:	  Ginger	  Hanks-‐Harwood,	  conveners	  
	  
	  
Friday	  Evening,	  Nov.	  20	  	  -‐	  	  6:30	  pm	  
	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Greater	  Atlanta	  Adventist	  Academy	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  401	  Hamilton	  E	  Holmes	  	  Drive	  NW,	  Atlanta	   	  
	  
ASRS-‐ATS	  Unity	  Meal	  and	  Presidential	  Addresses	  
	   Olive	  Hemmings,	  Washington	  Adventist	  University,	  	  
	   and	  Lael	  Caesar,	  Adventist	  Review,	  presiding	  
	   	   	  
	   Dinner	  
	  
	   ASRS	  Presidential	  Address	  
	   Mark	  Carr,	  Alaska	  Conference	  

	   Adventism	  in	  the	  Public	  Sphere:	  "What	  On	  Earth	  Are	  We	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  Doing?"	  	  

	  
	   ATS	  Presidential	  Address	  

Tom	  Shepherd,	  Andrews	  University	  Seminary	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
“We	   Thank	   God	   for	   You.”	   How	   Thanksgiving	   Transforms	  
Our	  Walk:	  A	  Study	  in	  the	  Theology	  of	  Colossians	  

	  
Sabbath	  Morning,	  Nov.	  21	  	  	  	  
Hyatt-‐International	  North	  (International	  Tower	  Level	  LL1)	  

P21-‐108	  
Adventist	  Society	  of	  Religious	  Studies	  Meeting	  

9:00	  Adventism	  Addresses	  the	  Public	  Square:	  	  Ben	  Baker,	  General	  
Conference	  Archives	  
	  
Seen	  through	  a	  Glass	  Darkly:	  Taking	  Steps	  to	  Be	  Seen	  As	  We	  Are	  
	  
9:20	  	  Ellen	  White	  in	  the	  Public	  Square	  	  
Panel	  Discussion	  of	  Ellen	  Harmon	  White:	  American	  Prophet;	  	  
	   Bonnie	  Dwyer,	  Adventist	  Spectrum,	  presiding	  
	   Panelists:	  
	   Ted	  Levterov,	  Loma	  Linda	  University	  
	   	   	  	  	  Denis	  Fortin,	  Andrews	  University.	  
	   Terrie	  Aamodt	  –	  Walla	  Walla	  University	  
	   Gil	  Valentine	  –	  La	  Sierra	  University	  
	  
11:00	   Worship	  
	  
William	  Johnsson,	  1st	  President	  of	  ASRS	  (1979),	  sermon	  
Leaving	  the	  Comfort	  Zone:	  From	  John	  the	  Baptist	  to	  Jesus	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
AGENDA	  FOR	  BUSINESS	  MEETINGS	  
	  

1 Election	  of	  nominating	  committee	  
2 Election	  of	  vice	  president	  
3 Approval	  of	  minutes	  electing	  secretary-‐treasurer	  (For	  

account	  transfer	  purposes?)	  
4 Election	  of	  associate	  secretary-‐treasurer	  	  
5 Non	  Profit	  IRS	  status	  application.	  
6 ASRS	  statement	  to	  the	  BRI	  regarding	  GC	  review	  of	  

Adventist	  hermeneutics.	  
7 Future	  ASRS	  topic	  
8 ASRS	  Web	  Site	  and	  Protection	  
9 ASRS	  Fee	  Increase	  
10 Any	  Other	  Business	  
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